1
2

+
+

Centennial
Campaign

The Centennial Campaign
If you would like to take part in this effort to repair and
secure this beautiful church, please consider pledging
a gift over the next three years.
Enclosed with this brochure, you will find a pledge
sheet and a return envelope. We invite you to
prayerfully consider your choice of support.

ones.

Pledges
Founder Level: $15,000
Centennial level $9,000

We welcome any questions or suggestions that you
would like to make.

Magnificat level: $6,000

Please know that all of the funds collected for this work

Benefactor level: $3,000

will be dedicated exclusively to this project – that of
repairing, beautifying, and preserving Our Lady of the
Magnificat Church.

Builder level: $1,200
Donor level: $500

A commemorative plaque will be placed in the Church

Pledges may be made at one

to honor donors. That plaque will also allow donors to

time or over a period of up to

make their offering in memoriam for friends or loved
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Our Lady of the Magnificat
Catholic Church
Ocean Beach, Fire Island
631-583-5392
oceanbeachcatholic.org
oceanbeachmagnificat@yahoo.com
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The need for new siding and for
steeple repairs

Centennial
Campaign
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Our Lady of the Magnificat was built with
wood frame construction. The pine
clapboard walls were protected by

THE STEEPLE

cypress siding in 1921. This unusual and

+

Keeping the Faith

100 Years of Magnificat Mission
Dear Friends,
The Summer Mission of Our Lady of the Magnificat was established in 1920 when much of Ocean Beach remained
dunes and marshland. In 1921, a simple frame church was constructed – the church that still stands today through
decades of stormy wind, high water, winter snows, and summer heat.
Later, the original rooftop cupola was replaced with a New England style steeple. A navigational aide and local
landmark, the steeple is a favorite feature of the “skyline” of this unique island community.
Weddings, wakes and everything in between have taken place here as the church has welcomed generations of Fire
Islanders to pray, to reflect, to give thanks, and to celebrate.

especially durable wood protected the

The steeple needs interior repair. The beams and posts that

church from the elements for more than

support the structure are sound for the most part, but there

90 years. At this point, 40 years beyond

are instances of dry rot. The flat tower roof at the balustrade

its usual lifespan, the wood will not hold

level also needs repair as it is leaking moisture on to the

paint and the individual shakes are
failing, exposing the interior clapboard.
It is no longer possible to purchase

NuCedar. This material is comparably
priced, lightweight, and durable. As the
shakes are colored, the need for
painting or treating the shakes after
installation is eliminated.
The cost for materials and installation of
the new siding is estimated at $35,000

Summary of costs:

removed, there may be some repair

South Siding

$35,000

work required on the clapboard

East Siding

$35,000

underneath.

West Siding

$35,000

The facade of the church will cost more

Façade (North) Siding

$45,000

Steeple Repair

$50,000

Total Estimate

$200,000

arrivals to this beautiful place. Together, we can make certain that this beautiful building and its mission will stand

Msg r. Richard Henning

This early photo of OB shows the church at the top, center, with its original cupola.

each for the South, East, and West facing
presumption that once the old siding is

God bless you,

scaffolding is $50,000.

synthetic shakes – a product called

formed to renew and prepare the church for the celebrations.

through the next 100 years!

The estimate for this repair work, including the use of some

best option for this building is to use

sides. This figure includes the

We invite a new generation of Fire Islanders to demonstrate the same confidence and commitment of those first

elements will require replacement with synthetic materials.

cypress shakes. After consultation, the

As the church approaches the 100th anniversary of its founding and construction, a Centennial Committee has been

As you will see in this brochure, the church needs new siding and critical repair work on its steeple.

decorative elements below. Finally, some of those decorative

given the added height and the repair of
decorative elements on the tower. That
estimate is $45,000.

