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phone camera to visit our 

website for updates: 

Welcome to Our Lady of  the Magnificat Catholic Church, established on September 4, 1921.  

For over 100 years, OLM Church, with her iconic steeple that can be seen from the ferry, has been 

an Ocean Beach landmark. We continue the mission of  bringing the grace and love of  Jesus Christ 

to residents and visitors, season after season, especially through the celebration of  the Holy Mass 

each weekend.  

Please visit our Church to offer a silent prayer, to light a candle for a loved one or a special  

intention, or just to enjoy this beautiful oasis of  peace. You are most welcome. Feel free to take a 

copy of  this bulletin, share it, and join us for Masses and special events during the  

season. 

May God bless you and your family and keep us all safe.  

²ŜōǎƛǘŜΥ ƻŎŜŀƴōŜŀŎƘŎŀǘƘƻƭƛŎΦƻǊƎ 

 

On Midway, between Bungalow and Ocean 

Ocean Beach, NY 

(516) 678-5800 ext. 613 
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* Saturday, August ʰʴth  

Feast of the Assumption 
Procession to the Beach  
after the ʸam Mass  

and Marian Consecration 
 

* Friday, September ʰʰth  
Special ʸ-ʰʰ Mass at ʸam  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PLEASE WATCH FOR  

ADDITIONAL  DATES  & EVENTS 

Weekend Masses 
May ʱʲ through June ʱʯ: Saturdays only ɹpm Mass 

June ʱʷ through September ʵ: Saturdays (ʴpm) and Sundays (ʸam) 
 

Confessions (Sacrament of Reconciliation)  
May ʱʲ through September ʴ: Saturdays (ʳpm) or by request 



Financial Report 2026 
 

 

 

 

  

       

  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 

Extraordinary Donations: 

 * We are always grateful to Doug Meyer for all he does to beautify and watch over our Parish.  

    * A very dedicated Knight of Columbus, Chris Reyes, donates his time and resources to help us 
keep maintenance costs down. 

         * Special thanks to Judy Russell, who continues to share her incredible talents and blesses us with 
music each week. 

 * Graham Robinson, from Grahamôs Gardening, works very hard to keep our grounds clean and 
beautiful. 

 * Many parishioners have already contributed to the ramp and paving projects for the Church. 
  
   

Looking Ahead / Hopes for the Future:  

-   To create a reserve to eventually repair / maintain the Church window frames 
-   To save for major future expenses (i.e., Church and Rectory roofs) 
-   To remove all interior mold and paint the Rectory interior  
-   To create an emergency reserve for future overall parish maintenance  
-   Incrementally clean, repair and restore parts of the Church  
 
Please Note: 

Priests who serve OLM do not receive any financial compensation or even any Mass stipends from the  
parish.  We are happy for the opportunity to serve and enjoy OLM.  Priests pay their own ferry and food 
expenses.  

 

Our Lady of  the Magnificat Church 

Summary of  Parish Financial Information  2025 

ΞΜΞΡШEǂƓĲŰƚĲƚ    
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 2025 Parish Social Wine Tasting Fundraiser 
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Many thanks to the  all who  assisted with,  solicited and/or donated prizes for the  

2025  Wine Tasting  Fundraiser: 

 

 

 
 

  

  Special thanks to Kerry and Andrew Menger for the wonderful wine!!! 
       

               We are grateful to the following businesses and organizations 

for their generous prize donations: 
 

  

 Albatross      MatthewƜs  
   All Seeing Studio             Netter Beach Estates 
   Bambootique     Ocean Beach Hardware    
   Beacheria Pizzeria    RachelƜs Restaurant and Bakery   
   BLD Design     SarahƜs   
            Blue Waters Sweet Shoppe   Scoops 
   Community Gardens    Sparkle Window Cleaners 
   Fire Island Ferries    The Ocean Beach Fire Department 
   HouserƜs Bar and Restaurant   Town Pizza 
            KlineƜs      Willy Nilly Trading Co 
   MaguireƜs      Woof Boutique 

 
      

Steve Annicharico 
Tiffany & Marco Arment 

Jim Betz  
Lynn Brey 

Maryellen & Kevin Dahill  
Angela Doering  
Joseph Doering 
Rachel Doering 

Nancy & Tim Dunn 

Annamaria Golia 
Justin Healy 
Joanne Hvala 
Eric Iverson 
Bill Leitold 

Harvey Levine 
Ian Levine 

Matt Lindberg 
Diane Mandel 

Diane Montes  
John & Marilyn Moran 

Jen Moritz 
Jim & Krista Netter  

Gina Ragusa 
James Ragusa 
Judy Russell  
Tom Ostertag 

Marilyn Schulman 

THANK YOU!!!!!!  



 

Our Lady of the Magnificat  

ADA Compliant/Accessible Ramp 
  

After many years of requests for  a handicap accessible ramp, this ADA compli-

ant ramp was completed during the winter and spring months.  We are so 

grateful to all those who have already contributed to support these projects.  

 

In addition, pavers were installed on all church walkways to eliminate flood-

ing. 

     

Jamie Ragusa, Doug Meyer, Victor Truglio and Trulyôs Contracting,  Blue Bay 

Builds Contracting, East Islip Lumber, Able Locksmiths, Artistic Iron Works, 

Tim Mooney and the Fire Island Ferries, Inc. went above and beyond to help us 

complete the project for the Summer 2026 Season.  Please join us in thanking 

them for a superb job. 

 

We are so grateful for the support parishioners give to maintain our beautiful 

parish.   

 

Those who have already contributed to this extraordinary project, include: 

 

Judy Russell and Tom Ostertag 

Anton Dengler & Family 

Dennis & Loretta Brady 

Key High Vacuum 

Toby Romano & Breeze National 

Tom & Annette Dircks  

Philip & Susan Dunn 

      William Kenny 

 

The Ocean Beach Community Fund 

 for their generous grant 

 

 Speak to one of the Priests if you 

would like to contribute to  

these improvements 

 



 RAMP AND PAVER INSTALLATION 

Winter/Spring 2026 



 

DŜǩƴƎ ǘƘŜ aƻǎǘ ŦǊƻƳ ¸ƻǳǊ ±ŀŎŀǝƻƴΥ 

            aŀƪƛƴƎ {ǳǊŜ ²Ŝ 9ƴƧƻȅ DŜƴǳƛƴŜ [ŜƛǎǳǊŜ  
.ȅΥ CŀǘƘŜǊ ²ŀƭǘŜǊ CΦ YŜŘƧƛŜǊǎƪƛΣ tƘ5 

For almost two decades Iôve enjoyed with many of you 

the respite that tranquil Ocean Beach brings to all of her 

vacationers.  There is something quite unique about be-

ing in a place devoid of traffic and the hustle of ordi-

nary, daily living.  Ocean Beach has the potential of 

being the place where many of us can enjoy recreation.  

Within that relaxing word is the word creation.  In a 

sense, our purpose here is to be re-created, to be re-

freshed, renewed, and made whole again.  It is our 

break after dealing with the anxieties and turmoil of the 

grind of ordinary life.  Just like everything else, the 

more deliberate we are about really taking vacation, the 

more we will get out of it. 

The sabbath established by God in the Old Testament 

was a special time set aside in which God requested we 

do no sort of work.  The creation narrative of Genesis 1 

portrays God as resting ñon the seventh day.ò  While 

God does rest from doing work, He does not stop all 

activity.  There is something very important He does.  

He takes a step back and gazes on all He had done in 

creation.  I can remember as a young man in art class 

being taught that after one completes a painting that one 

should take a step back, look at the whole picture, and 

contemplate if there is anything else that needs to be 

done.  In a way, vacation is about doing that with our 

lives.  It is stopping, looking at the whole picture, and 

trying to understand it all.  Vacation gives us a special 

opportunity to do that looking.  I would suggest that the 

looking, the contemplation, should be about a lot more 

than just our jobs.   

Our professional lives are important, of course, but they 

do not define who we are.  Our lives are wider than that.  

Vacation is an opportunity for us to also contemplate 

our relationships ï with our spouses, with our children, 

with our parents, with our friends and co-workers, and 

most importantly, with God.  It is a chance for us to ob-

serve how wise our children have become through the 

years.  It is a chance for us to think about the bigger 

picture, what is going on in life, and put it all together 

in some sort of a logical, meaningful way.  Socrates 

once wrote that the unexamined life is not worth living.  

The time we have here is a time to really look at our 

lives and simply reflect.   

There was a mid-twentieth century philosopher, Jo-

seph Pieper, who wrote a book entitled Leisure: The 

Basis of Culture.  It can be a wonderful guide to get-

ting into the right posture for vacationing.  In it he de-

scribes two ways of living, one that aligns more with 

the notion of work, and another that aligns with the 

notion of leisure.  Here at Ocean Beach, we might no-

tice a beautiful flower.  To look at that flower with the 

eyes of work would be to analyze it, to take note of its 

pigments, its size, to consider its age and longevity, 

and any contributions it could have to whatever goals I 

have in mind for the future.  To look at that flower 

with the eyes of leisure, however, would be to admire 

it as something beautiful before me.  I do not need to 

know any of the scientific particulars about that flow-

er, I simply know that flower is there, and it is beauti-

ful.  This could even lead me to a spirit of thankful-

ness.  This type of leisurely living releases me from 

the obligations work imposes and instead frees me to 

simply be me, with my likes and dislikes, with joy that 

comes from simply existing in this beautiful world.  

Many times we might live day by day without noticing 

all of the beauty that surrounds us.  We are just far too 

busy.  Vacation is a time for us to stop and notice all 

that we usually take for granted.   

.   



How many of us go through the motions while here but 

do not really vacation?  Have we brought our laptops 

with us?  Do we have that paperwork that just has to get 

done?  Are we on our cell phone with the office the 

whole time we are here?  If so, wouldnôt it make more 

sense just to stay in the office, since you havenôt really 

disconnected anyway?  We need to care enough about 

ourselves and our families to really disconnect once in a 

while, and be present to both them and ourselves Surveys 

have shown time and again that what children want most 

from their parents is not the most luxurious gifts or the 

latest fads in clothing or jewelry, but something far more 

precious and rare ï time with their parents.  Quality time 

with the family is rare because we are all so busy 

(including the children with  their many after school 

commitments).  Quality time does not mean simply occu-

pying the same space.  It means being physically, spiritu-

ally, and mentally present to each other.  It means truly 

listening to each other and coming to know each otherôs 

souls.  Personally, as I look back on my own childhood, 

school and the ordinary years of day to day life seem like 

a blur, but the family vacations we had are still vivid in 

my memory.  These days off are very important for our 

families. 

There is a lie that has been promoted throughout society 

that I would warn against that could get in the way of our 

vacations.  This is the idea is that we are only worth what 

we can produce.  Pieper cites the old question, ñDo we 

live to work, or do we work to live?ò  I our value does 

not come from what we can do, but from who we are and 

firmly believe that the latter is the best answer.  Life is 

about a lot more than what we can produce.  Life is a 

gift from God that is meant to be enjoyed.  Ultimately, 

we?  We are the beloved of God.  Where do we come 

from?  We come from the Supreme Being, God Himself.  

This is precisely what gives us worth.  It breaks my 

heart when I visit elderly or sick people who feel they 

have no value because they cannot ñdo anything.ò  They 

have fallen for the lie.  They can consider themselves a 

burden.  I try my best to help such people understand, 

our purpose in life is very simple ï it is to be loved by 

God.  That is why He created us.  Of course, He wants 

us to participate as fully in that love as we can, by fol-

lowing Him and helping people as we are able, but nev-

ertheless our primary purpose is to be loved.  Vacation is 

a time when we can allow God to love us, and become 

more conscious of that love, because our work is not 

distracting us from Him. Do you remember Martha and 

Mary? Jesus visited them and their brother Lazarus for 

an evening.  Mary was so struck by the presence of Je-

sus that she couldnôt keep her eyes off of Him.  She 

wanted to take in every word.  Martha, on the 

other hand, did the work.  She stayed in the kitch-

en while Mary simply remained looking up from 

her seat on the floor by Jesusô feet.  When Martha 

asked Jesus to ask Mary to help her, he didnôt 

deride work.  He simply told her that Mary had 

chosen the better part.  We do not work for 

workôs sake.  We work so that we can put our-

selves in a position where we can comfortably 

take time out to gaze on the face of Jesus, and 

also the faces of others we love and value in this 

life.  We work to help build up society, but our 

primary identity is not in our work.  Our primary 

identity is that we are children of God. 

One of the problems with living in a society that 

can be so obsessed with productivity and work is 

that we can feel guilty about taking time off.  It 

can seem selfish.  Yet we need to remember that 

we can only give what we have.  If we do not re-

juvenate ourselves, if we do not recharge our batteries, 

eventually we will burn out and be of no use to anyone, 

including ourselves.  We need to truly take vacation for 

the sake of our families, for those who care about us, 

and even for our work.  Industry has learned that well 

rested workers are more productive workers.  Let us 

make sure that our time here is well spent, real vacation 

time, and give thanks to God for this special opportunity 

to draw closer to Him and to those we love the most in 

this world.  
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